
CMAR Welcomes New Loan
Supervisor Kevin Kennedy

Kevin R. Kennedy comes
to CMAR with more than
a dozen years working 
in lending and a host of
other financial services, as

well as former credit union experience.

A native Californian, he now resides 
in Cumming with his wife of 12 years,
Tina, and their three children, a ten year
old daughter and two sons, seven and
two years of age.When not working
with CMAR members on loan needs,
Kevin enjoys playing tennis, reading,
watching movies, and playing with his
children as well as spending time with
other family, friends, and church.

CMAR Congratulates 
Member Services Director

Connie Ashley
Connie Ashley was
among 14 Georgia
credit union
employees graduat-
ing in the 2006 class

of the Southeast CUNA Management
School.The school, begun in 1971, is
held at the University of Georgia in
Athens. Students attend a series of
courses during eight-day sessions each
year for three consecutive years. Each
session provides opportunities to 
master a challenging curriculum, to
participate in hands-on projects, and to
exchanges ideas with fellow classmates.

Students prepare second and third 
year projects which allow them to
apply the skills learned as they return
to their credit unions.The school 
focuses on the challenges credit unions
face in human resource management,
operations, marketing, financial analysis,
risk management, and much more.

CMAR is thrilled to offer members a
new branch location in Smyrna! Not
even a mile from the old branch, the
new CMAR Smyrna branch is located
at 2688 Atlanta Road, in between
Smyrna Second Baptist Church and
the city police department.

“One of the most exciting things is
we now have an ATM and drive thru
window for our members,” says
Member Services Representative
Wendy Parker.The new location
began serving members in
November 2006.

Located in the front half of a former
long-time dry cleaner, the branch is
being leased from the city. “We are
pleased to have been able to work

with CMAR in securing a more 
visible and convenient location for
our Smyrna members,” said city 
manager Wayne Wright.The space
was not being used by the city at 
this time, so CMAR’s renovations 
and the new activity at the site has
breathed life into a building just a
stone’s throw from Smyrna’s award-
winning, redeveloped Village Green.”

All CMAR members, and especially
the new Mission Partners Division
members, are invited to the credit
union’s 43rd Annual Meeting March
26, 2007 at 5:30 p.m. in the Marietta
City Hall Council Chambers. As
always, this is an opportunity to be
updated on the business of your
credit union, to cast votes for by-law
changes, and (of course!) to win
prizes during the meeting!

Directors up for Reelection:
George Green and Jim Lynch

Nominating Committee:
Lori Swafford, Chairperson;
Dick Gensel; and Paul Ruth

By-Law: Any Member of CMAR
Credit Union in good standing may

nominate any other Member of the
Credit Union in good standing for
the position of Director. Nominations
will be submitted to the Nominating
Committee 15 days prior to the
Annual Meeting.The Nominating
Committee’s choice, as well as 
other submitted nominations, will 
be presented at the Annual Meeting.
The report from the Nominating
Committee will be voted on by 
the membership. Nominations from
the floor will not be solicited at the
Annual Meeting.

Nominations for Directors 
may be submitted to the
Nominating Committee at
CMAR Credit Union,
POB 4246, Marietta, GA 30061.

You’re Invited to CMAR’s 
2007 Annual Meeting

CMAR is pleased to offer two new
branch locations to all its members
with the addition of the Mission
Partners Division.

The original office of Mission Partners
is located in the North American
Mission Board home at 4200 North
Point Parkway, Alpharetta.The branch
office is housed in the new Georgia
Baptist Missions and Ministry Center
at 6405 Sugarloaf Parkway, Duluth.

CMAR
members
are welcome
to transact
business 
at both of
these loca-
tions. And,
since they are housed incorporate
offices, versus a free-standing branch,
all credit union members are asked
to sign in at the lobby desk and will

be directed to the credit
union offices.

CMAR UPDATES

SPONSOR NEWS

Mission Partners Division Manager Patches Roe has enjoyed
sharing tales with her members over the years to not only
entertain, but to share financial tips, or bits of wisdom. FYI
will occasionally feature some of her past articles.

My grandniece, Samantha Elizabeth,
hereafter known as Sam, and I were the
first of the ladies in the family to arrive
at Paul’s house.The after Christmas sales
had required the ladies to take care of
business in town, while our men folks
and their friends enjoyed a day that
ended with a cookout for boys only.

Without our toys, it did not take 
long for boredom to come calling.
But miracles do happen! I looked out
the window and shouted “Sam, it’s
snowing!”To be truthful, it was raining
and sleeting. But when you are eight
years old and have lived in South
Carolina all your life, three snowflakes
can send boredom on vacation.

We set a record for the 100 yard dash
through the garage to the backdoor.
I had forgotten my shoes and called 
to Sam,“Wait, your mother told us 
not to get your feet wet.”

“But,Wynez, it is snowing.”

I picked Sam up and we made two 
or three short trips out into the snow.
We were standing inside watching the
snow and Sam looked up to me with
pleading eyes.“Wynez, I need to go
out and play in the snow.”

“Sam, I need to find my shoes and we
will have to face your mother if your
feet get wet.” Disappointed that we
could not go outside, we went to find
my shoes, but the crime had been
planted in our hearts.

“Wynez, it almost never snows in South
Carolina so I need to go outside.”

“Sam, your mother said not to get
your feet wet.” I was still trying to be
an adult.

Sam turned around,“You could carry
me out on your back.”

“On my back!” I shouted.“Just because
your feet are off the ground would 
not keep them dry. Unless, we cover
your feet.”

“Where are the baggies?”

The adult in me had totally disap-
peared.“But grocery bags would work.
We could use the handles to tie the
bags around your legs.” Feet covered,
we headed out to play in the snow.

Somewhere in our life of crime 
we realized that our men folks were
alone. So we made our way to Paul’s
outdoor cook site. Our path took us
due north across the sands of the
parking area and driveway.What we
had not taken into account was the
effect that sleet had on dead grass.
My right foot grazed the slickest 
surface on earth and my right leg
went due east.

Crime doesn’t pay is a gross under-
statement! My left foot was about to
go into orbit and I knew Sam could
get hurt. So, I shifted her to my left
side the best I could and fell flat on my
face in the wet muck. Sam flipped over
my shoulder and landed on her back.

The fact that every bone in my body
felt like it was broken did not bother
me because Sam lay still without a
sound. I had to somehow get to Sam.
Just as I pushed myself up enough to
get my face out of the muck, Sam
bounced to her feet and explained
between giggles, “let’s do that again.”

“Sam, if I were able, I would knock you
out! Help me up and let’s get cleaned
up before your mother gets here.”

Thus began the great cover up.We
made our way back to the garage,
brushed each other off and put the
garbage bags in the trash can.When
the family came inside, we were on
the couch with a book. Except for
Sam’s giggles, we were the picture 
of innocence, or so we thought.

Everybody came in and stood looking
at us.They had to be thinking, “What
sweet children!” Paul went down the
hall as Sam’s mother stood in front 
of us and demanded to know “what 
is wrong with you?”

It has to be one of those mother
things I thought, so I replied, “Nothing
is wrong with us, we’re just reading.”

“What’s wrong with your arm?”

The skin on my right arm had been
left outside and I was covered with
dirt and blood from my wrist to 
my elbow. I pulled the sleeve of my
sweatshirt down and replied, “I don’t
see anything wrong with my arm.”

Paul had returned and stood holding 
a mirror in front of me. Just as Tammy
(Sam’s mother) said,“What is all over
your face?”

I looked in the mirror and in the 
middle of my forehead was a gob 
of mud with itsy, bitsy pieces of grass
pointed in every direction. On my
right cheek bone was another gob that
included a six inch pine needle. Sam fell
across my lap laughing to reveal grass
and pine needles all over her back.

Now my family has a tradition that 
children cannot be punished if the adult
in charge laughs at the crime. Everyone
was laughing at us except Sam’s mother.
Unless I did something quick, Sam and 
I were about to be restricted from
playing together until we both could 
act like we were twenty-one.

I managed to stand up in spite of the
pain, looked Tammy in the eye and
stated with all the authority I could
muster,“It is all your fault.”

“My fault!”

“Yes, your fault! You are a mother and
you should know that you should not
leave children by themselves.”

“Children! Wynez, you just had your
fiftieth birthday a few days ago.”

“What has that got to do with 
anything? You know kids have the
shredded wheat effect on me.When 
I am around a kid, I become one.”

The absurdity of my defense argu-
ments and those gobs of mud were
too much.Tammy started laughing.
Sam and I had been pardoned.

I am privileged that Sam and I share the
same middle name. I am privileged that
she wants to spend time with me. I am
privileged that her parents want her to
spend time with me in spite of the child
in me. I am privileged that my family
loves me because of the child in me.

But privilege without responsibility 
in any area in our lives not only 
hurts us but can hurt people we 
love. Excessive privilege without
responsibility is not only evidence 
that we are out of control, but can
hurt our witness for Christ.

MEMBER NEWS
Smyrna Branch Gets New Home

(with an ATM and drive thru!) PRIVILEGED
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CMAR Credit Union 
and Mission Partners
Employees Credit Union

are pleased to announce their
merger which was approved by
the state Banking and Finance
Department last fall.

Mission Partners currently serves
the North American Mission
Board and Georgia Baptist
Convention employees and their
families, but will be able to reach
out to Baptist colleges, retirement
communities, local church staff,
and other related ministries with
its increased capacity of service
through joining with CMAR. “We
are so very honored that Mission
Partners chose CMAR with
which to partner to better serve
their huge field of membership.
Their board said they chose us
not only because of our service
and product offering, but also
because we shared a common
philosophy and attitude toward
business ethics and commitment
to our members,” said CMAR
President Linda Carver.

Mission Partners, with its main
office in Alpharetta and branch 
in Duluth, teamed with CMAR’s
main office and four additional
branches (see page 4 for details),
will benefit current members of
both credit unions with more
locations. “Mission Partners 
members and potential members
will enjoy more products and
services like checking and credit
cards through our blending with
CMAR,” said Mission Partners
president Wynez “Patches” E.
Roe. “They will still have the long
time relationship with our team
like employees Kim Davison and
Amanda Humphrey,” added Roe.

CMAR is also pleased to add
long-time Mission Partners board
member, Dr. Ernest J. Kelley to its
board of directors.

Mission Partners, formed in 
1973, adds approximately 1,200
members to the 42-year-old,
15,000-member CMAR Credit
Union and brings $12 million in
added assets to the $55 million
credit union.

With growth through CMAR’s second
merger in two years, the logo has 
been revised.The gazebo, a familiar
structure at many sponsoring city and
county government complexes, has
been retired as CMAR has grown to
include many other business sponsors,
as well as expanded fields of 
membership through mergers.This
graphic refinement will be phased in
on materials over a period of time.

The new CMAR Credit Union –
Mission Partner’s Division logo will be
used on marketing materials directed
toward this field of membership.

HOLIDAY CLOSINGS

� Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday / Monday, January 15
President’s Day / Monday, February 19

We’re Growing...

AGAIN!

FAMILIAR FACES
at CMAR / Mission Partners Division

KIM
DAVIDSON

Branch Manager

AMANDA
HUMPHREY
Member Service
Representative

TRISHA
ALCOCK

Member Service
Representative

JERI
BEACHY

Member Service
Representative


